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This attractive book is described appropriately as a
visual celebration of the variety of the world’s light
aircraft. A comprehensive book on light aircraft
would run to several volumes, so the author, Ron
Smith, has taken his own flexible stance on the
‘classic’ definition. He includes representative types
from major manufacturers, significant aircraft built in
lower numbers and a selection of older aircraft that
are still active. Ron has wide ranging experience

in the aeronautical world as an engineer, aviation
author, RAeS Rotorcraft Committee chairman,

pilot and owner of five different light aircraft. He
clearly has wide ranging enthusiasm, experience
and delight in such aircraft and has amassed a
photographic record over 50 years. It must have
been difficult in some cases to choose which aircraft
and photos to select and which types to rule out: the
result being over 800 types well illustrated over 400
pages.

The scope of light aircraft selected is quite wide,
ranging from some larger aircraft — for example the
DH Dove and Rapide and other twins, some military
trainers, down to very small aircraft, such as the
Colomban Cri-Cri. In the end the choice is personal
and no doubt influenced by Ron’s photographic
collection in addtion to also a leaning towards older
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and in many cases handsome aircraft — which
indeed is one definition of ‘Classic.

The last century has seen a wondrous, steadily
expanding and literal rise of light aircraft. This book
illustrates some of the remarkable drive devoted by
a vast number of firms and individuals in producing
and then caring for machines that satisfy the urge
to leave the ground. That urge and energy are
not diminishing. The modern resurgence of light
aircraft — be they microlights, ultralights, very light
aircraft (VLA), light sport aircraft (LSA), powered
derivatives of sailplanes (and yet more!) continues
to increase the breadth of what will in a few years
be considered classic; some are included here. In
the future maybe a similar book will be compiled,
encompassing the lighter end of the spectrum.

The layout is alphabetical, according to
the manufacturer or designer, rather than by
function or class. Space presumably limited the
information presented on an aircraft or family, to
an outline description, rather than any tabulated
characteristics. Over 800 types are covered,
representing examples and families from over 330
manufacturers and designers. The index is simply
the alphabetical list of manufacturers or designers,
and there is a brief bibliography.

This book is, maybe, a starting point for potential
builders or owners to help broaden their horizon and
identify what appeals, before seeking more detailed
sources for essential data. In parallel with builders and
owners, there exists a very large train of enthusiasts
who simply enjoy viewing and watching. Above all this
is a book for all who take pleasure in the lighter and
gentler side of powered, fixed-wing aviation.
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